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PREFACE
This book represents in substance a course of lectures and discussions given first at the University of Illinois and later at Wesleyan
University. It was written to meet the needs both of the college student who has the added guidance of an instructor, and of the generalreader who has no such assistance. The attempt has been made
to keep the presentation simple and clear enough to need no interpreter, and by the list of readings appended to each chapter, to
make a self directed further study of any point easy and alluring.
These references are for the most part to books in English, easily
accessible, and both intelligible and interesting to the ordinary untrained reader or undergraduate. Some articles from the popular
reviews have been included, which, if not always authoritative, are
interesting and suggestive.
The function of the instructor who should use this as a textbook
would consist, first, in making sure that the text was thoroughly
read and understood; secondly, in raising doubts, suggesting opposing views, conducting a discussion with the object of making the
student think for himself; and, thirdly, in adding new material and
illustration and directing the outside readings which should supplement this purposely brief and summary treatment. The books to
which reference is made in the lists of readings, and other books
approved by the instructor, should be kept upon reserved shelves
for the constant use of the class in the further study of questions
suggested by the text or raised in the classroom.
It will be noticed that the disputes and the technical language of
theorists have been throughout so far as possible avoided. The discussion of historical theories and isms' is unnecessarily bewildering
to the beginner; and the aim has been rather to keep as close as possible to the actual experience of the student and the language of
everyday life. Far more attention is given than in most books on
ethics to concrete contemporary problems. After all, an insight into
the fallacies of the reasoning of the various ethical schools, an ability
to know what they are talking about and glibly refute them, is of
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less importance than an acquaintance with, and a firm, intelligent
attitude toward, the vital moral problems and movements of the
day. I have prayed to be saved from academic abstractness and
remoteness, and to go as straight as I could to the real perplexities
from which men suffer in deciding upon their conduct. The purpose
of a study of ethics is, primarily, to get light for the guidance of life.
And so, while referring to authors who differ from the views here
expressed, I have sought to impart a definite conception of relative
values, to offer a thread for guidance through the labyrinth of moral
problems, and to effect a heightened realization of the importance
and the possibilities of right living.
It is necessary, indeed, in order to justify and clarify our concrete
moral judgments, that we should reach clear and firmly grounded
conclusions upon the underlying abstract questions. And the habit
of laying aside upon occasion one's instinctive or habitual moral
preferences and discussing with open mind their justification and
rationality is of great value to the individual and to society. Hence
the first two Parts of this volume take up, as simply as is consonant
with the really intricate questions involved, the history of the development of human morality and the psychological foundation of
moral obligations and ideals. The exposition of the meaning of right
and wrong there unfolded serves as a basis for the sound solution of
the confused concrete issues, private and then public, which are
discussed in the remainder of the volume.
An introductory outline of any subject must inevitably be superficial. To explain all the discriminations that are important to the
specialist, to justify thoroughly all the positions taken, to do adequate justice to opposing views, would require ten volumes instead
of one. And though there is a crying need of scholarly and elaborate
discussion of the endless problems of morality, there is a prior need
for the student of surveying the field, seeing what the problems are,
how they are related, and what is approximately certain. The impression left by many ethical treatises, that everything is matter for
dispute and no moral judgments are reliable, seems to me unfortunate; I have preferred to incur the charge of dogmatism rather than
to fall into that error to offer a clear cut set of standards, to which
exception will be taken by this critic or that, rather than to hold out
to the student a chaos of confused possibilities.
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No originality of viewpoint is claimed for this book. Its raison
d'etre is simply to provide a clearer, more concrete, and more concisely comprehensive view of the nature of morality and its summons to men than has seemed to me available. I have drawn freely
upon the thoughts of ethical teachers, classic and contemporary.
These ideas are, or ought to be, common property; and it has been
impracticable to trace them to their sources and offer detailed acknowledgment. Nothing has been presented here that has not first
passed through the crucible of my own thinking and experience;
and where the sparks came from that kindled each particular
thought I am sure I do not know.
Portions of chapters xxi and xxix have appeared in the Forum and
North American Review respectively; to the editors of these periodicals my thanks are due for permission to reprint.
DURANT DRAKE.
MlDDLETOWN, CONN, August 3, 1914.
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PROBLEMS OF CONDUCT
INTRODUCTORY
What is the field of ethics?
To know what exists, in its stark reality, is the concern of natural
science and natural philosophy; to know what matters, is the field
of moral philosophy, or ethics. The one group of studies deals with
facts simply as facts, the other with their values. Human life is
checkered with the sunshine and shadow of good and evil, joy and
pain; it is these qualitative differences that make it something more
than a meaningless eddy in the cosmic whirl. Natural philosophy
(including the physical and psychological sciences), drawing its
impartial map of existence, is interesting and important; it informs
us about our environment and ourselves, shows us our resources
and our powers, what we can do and how to do it. Moral philosophy asks the deeper and more significant question, What SHALL
we do? For the momentous fact about life is that it has differences in
value, and, more than that, that we can MAKE differences in value.
Caught as we are by the irresistible flux of existence, we find ourselves able so to steer our lives as to change the proportion of light
and shade, to give greater value to a life that might have had less.
This possibility makes our moral problem. What shall we choose
and from what refrain? To what aims shall we give our allegiance?
What shall we fight for and what against?
For the savage practically all of his activity is determined by his
imperative needs, so that there is little opportunity for choice or
reflection upon the aims of his life. He must find food, and shelter,
and clothing to keep himself warm and dry; he must protect himself
from the enemies that menace him, and rest when he is tired. Nor
are most of us today far removed from that primitive condition; the
moments when we consciously choose and steer our course are few
and fleeting. Yet with the development of civilization the elemental
burdens are to some extent lifted; men come to have superfluous
strength, leisure hours, freedom to do something more than merely
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earn their living. And further, with the development of intelligence,
new ways of fulfilling the necessary tasks suggest themselves, moral problems arise where none were felt before. Men learn that they
have not made the most of their opportunities or lived the best possible lives; they have veered this way and that according to the
moment's impulse, they have been misled by ingrained habits and
paralyzed by inertia, they have wandered at random for lack of a
clear vision of their goal. The task of the moralist is to attain such a
clear vision; to understand, first, the basis of all preference, and
then, in detail, the reasons for preferring this concrete act to that.
Here are a thousand impulses and instincts drawing us, with infinite further possibilities suggesting themselves to reflection; the
more developed our natures the more frequently do our desires
conflict. Why is any one better than another? How can we decide
between them? Or shall we perhaps disown them all for some other
and better way.
Man's effort to solve these problems is revealed outwardly in a
multitude of precepts and laws, in customs and conventions; and
inwardly in the sense of duty and shame, in aspiration, in the instinctive reactions of praise, blame, contentment, and remorse. The
leadings of these forces are, however, often divergent, sometimes
radically so. We must seek a completer insight. There must be some
best way of solving the problem of life, some happiest, most useful
way of living; its pursuit constitutes the field of ethics. Nothing
could be more practical, more vital, more universally human.
Why should we study ethics?
(1) The most obvious reason for the study of ethics is that we may
get more light for our daily problems. We are constantly having to
choose how we shall act and being perplexed by opposing advantages. Decide one way or the other we must. On what grounds
shall we decide? How shall we feel assured that we are following a
real duty, pursuing an actual good, and not being led astray by a
mere prejudice or convention? The alternative is, to decide on impulse, at haphazard, after some superficial and one-sided reflection;
or to think the matter through, to get some definite criteria for
judgments, and to face the recurrent question, what shall we do? In
the steady light of those principles. [Footnote: Cf. Matthew Arnold,
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Essays in Criticism, vol. i: "Marcus Aurelius," opening paragraph:
"The object of systems of morality is to take possession of human
life, to save it from being abandoned to passion or allowed to drift
at hazard, to give it happiness by establishing it in the practice of
virtue; and this object they seek to attain by presenting to human
life fixed principles of action, fixed rules of conduct. In its uninspired as well as in its inspired moments, in its days of languor or
gloom as well as in its days of sunshine and energy, human life has
thus always a clue to follow, and may always be making way towards its goal."]
(2) In addition to the fact that we all have unavoidable problems
which we must solve one way or another, a little familiarity with
life, an acquaintance with the biographies of great and good men,
should lead us to suspect that beyond the horizon of these immediate needs lie whole ranges of beautiful and happy living to which
comparatively few ever attain. There are better ways of doing things
than most of us have dreamed. The study of ethics should reveal
these vistas and stimulate us to a noble discontent with our inferior
morals. [Footnote: Cf. Emerson, in a letter to Fraulein Gisela von
Arnim: "In reading your letter, I felt, as when I read rarely a good
novel, rebuked that I do not use in my life these delicious relations;
or that I accept anything inferior or ugly."] Such a forward look and
development of ideals not only adds greatly to the worth of life but
prepares a man to meet perplexities and temptations which may
some day arise. It pays to educate one's self for future emergencies
by meditating not only upon present problems but upon the further
potentialities of conduct, right and wrong, that may lie ahead, and
building up a code for one's self that will make life not only richer
but steadier and more secure.
(3) Another advantage of a systematic study of ethics is that it can
make clearer to us WHY one act is better than another; why duty is
justified in thwarting our inclinations and conscience is to be
obeyed. Not only is this an intellectual gain, but it is an immense
fortification to the will. There comes a time in the experience of
every thinking man when a command not reinforced by a reason
breeds distrust, and when until he can intelligently defend an ideal
he will hesitate to give it his allegiance. Morality, to be depended
upon, must be not a mere matter of breeding and convention, or of
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impulse and emotion, but the result of rational insight and conscious resolve. To many people morality seems nothing but convention, or an arbitrary tyranny, or a mysterious and awful necessity,
something extraneous to their own desires, from which they would
like to escape. To be able to refute these skeptics, expose the sophisms and specious arguments by which they support their wrongdoing, and show that they have chosen the lesser good, is a valuable
help to the community and to one's own integrity of conduct. Too
often the people perish for lack of vision; an understanding of the
naturalness and enormous desirability of morality, together with an
appreciation of its main injunctions, would enlist upon its side
many restless spirits who now chafe under a sense of needless restraint and seek some delusory freedom which leads to pain and
death. Morality is simply the best way of living; and the more fully
men realize that, the more readily will they submit themselves to
the sacrifices it requires.
(4) Finally, a study of ethics should help us to see what are the
prevalent sins and moral dangers of our day, and thus arouse us to
put the weight of our blame and praise where they are needed.
Widespread public opinion is a force of incalculable power, which is
largely unused. Politics and business, and to a far greater extent
than now private life, will become clean and honest and kind just so
soon as a sufficient number of people wake up and demand it. We
have the power to make sins which are now generally tolerated and
respectable, so odious, so infamous, that they will practically disappear. There are certain of the older forms of sin which the race in its
long struggle upward has so effectually blacklisted that only a few
perverts now lapse into them; we have execrated out of existence
whole classes of cruelty and vice. But with the changing and ever
more complex relations of society new forms of sin continually
creep in; these we have not yet come to brand with the odium they
deserve. Leaders of society and pillars of the church are often, and
usually without disturbance of conscience, guilty of wrongdoing as
grave in its effects, or graver, than many of the faults we relentlessly
chastise. On the other hand, many really useful reforms are blocked
because they awaken old prejudices or cross silly and meaningless
conventions. The air is full of proposals, invectives, causes, movements; how shall we know which to espouse and which to reject, or
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