Wagner

Tucholsky

Scott

Zola

Fonatne

Wallace

Turgenev

Fechner

Weiße Rose

Fichte

Maximilian I. von Habsburg

Feuerbach

Stevenson

Dach

Reuter

Bismarck

Vigny

Storm

Casanova

Aristoteles
Barlach

Gengenbach

Chamberlain

Gilm

Luther

Heym

Roth

Hofmannsthal

Musset

Navarra Aurel

Marie de France

Nietzsche

Horaz

von Ossietzky

May

Kraft

Kirchhoff
Ipsen

Laotse

Nansen
Marx

Kind

Lamprecht

Lassalle

Gorki

vom Stein

Klett

Platon

Sachs

Vulpius

Gleim

Goedicke

Musil

Kraus

Moltke

Hugo

Liebknecht
Ringelnatz
Leibniz

Lawrence

Petalozzi

Tschechow

Kleist
Mörike

Homer

Kierkegaard

Sokrates

Gibbon

Morgenstern

Hölty

Puschkin

Iffland

Wilde

La Roche

Machiavelli
Nestroy

Klee

Heyse Klopstock

Luxemburg

Georgy

Gryphius

Kralik

Gogol

Proust

Herodot

Grillparzer

Lafontaine

Raabe

Irving
Knigge

Pückler

Poe

de Sade Praetorius

Michelangelo
Liebermann
Mistral

Zetkin

Herder

George

Federer

Langbein

Hoffmann

Kussmaul

Rilke
Bebel

Voltaire
Heine

Gerstäcker

Hesse

Hegel

Grimm Jerome

Schilling

Gautier

Baudelaire

Schopenhauer

Brentano
Claudius
Schiller
Strachwitz
Bellamy
Katharina II. von Rußland
Löns

Humboldt

Hauptmann

Tersteegen

Lessing

Droste-Hülshoff

Hebbel

Melville

Horváth

Gjellerup

Hauff

Dickens

Darwin

Doyle

Hanrieder

Hagen

Descartes

Wolfram von Eschenbach

Campe

Lenz

Defoe

Damaschke

Ganghofer

Dostojewski

Hägele

Rousseau

Garschin

Bronner

London

Hambruch

von Arnim

Verne

Karrillon

Vergil

Rathenau

Tolstoi

Thoma

Ebner Eschenbach

Zweig

Eliot

Shakespeare
Lichtenberg

Trackl
Mommsen

Fock

Elisabeth von Österreich

Balzac

Dumas

Tacitus

Eliasberg

Ewald

Goethe
Mendelssohn

Eichendorff

Flaubert

Frommel

Richthofen

Hölderlin

Fielding

Faber

Frey

Ernst

Kant

von Fallersleben

Engels

Fehrs

Friedrich II. von Preußen

Freiligrath

Weber

Schlegel

Freud

Fouqué

Walther von der Vogelweide

Twain

Sydow

Kock

Kafka

Korolenko

The publishing house tredition has created the series TREDITION CLASSICS. It
contains classical literature works from over two thousand years. Most of these
titles have been out of print and off the bookstore shelves for decades.
The book series is intended to preserve the cultural legacy and to promote the
timeless works of classical literature. As a reader of a TREDITION CLASSICS
book, the reader supports the mission to save many of the amazing works of
world literature from oblivion.
The symbol of TREDITION CLASSICS is Johannes Gutenberg (1400 – 1468), the
inventor of movable type printing.
With the series, tredition intends to make thousands of international literature
classics available in printed format again – worldwide.
All books are available at book retailers worldwide in paperback and in hardcover. For more information please visit: www.tredition.com

tredition was established in 2006 by Sandra Latusseck and Soenke Schulz.
Based in Hamburg, Germany, tredition offers publishing solutions to authors
and publishing houses, combined with worldwide distribution of printed and
digital book content. tredition is uniquely positioned to enable authors and
publishing houses to create books on their own terms and without conventional
manufacturing risks.
For more information please visit: www.tredition.com

After Waterloo: Reminiscences of
European Travel 1815-1819

Major W. E Frye

Imprint

This book is part of the TREDITION CLASSICS series.

Author: Major W. E Frye
Cover design: toepferschumann, Berlin (Germany)
Publisher: tredition GmbH, Hamburg (Germany)
ISBN: 978-3-8491-7396-8
www.tredition.com
www.tredition.de

Copyright:
The content of this book is sourced from the public domain.
The intention of the TREDITION CLASSICS series is to make world
literature in the public domain available in printed format. Literary
enthusiasts and organizations worldwide have scanned and
digitally edited the original texts. tredition has subsequently
formatted and redesigned the content into a modern reading layout.
Therefore, we cannot guarantee the exact reproduction of the
original format of a particular historic edition. Please also note that
no modifications have been made to the spelling, therefore it may
differ from the orthography used today.

To
V.A.M. S.R.

5

6

PREFACE
The knowledge of Major Frye's manuscript and the privilege of
publishing it for the first time I owe to the kindness of two French
ladies, the Misses G——. Their father, a well known artist and critic,
used to spend the summer months at Saint Germain-en-Laye together with his wife, who was an English woman by birth. They
had been for a long time intimately acquainted with Major Frye,
who lived and ended his life in that quiet town. The Major's hostess,
Mme. de W——, after his death in 1858, brought the manuscript to
Mrs. G—— and gave it to her in memory of her friend. It was duly
preserved in the G—— family, but remained unnoticed. The Misses
G—— rediscovered it in 1907, when it had been lying in a cupboard
for upwards of half a century. On their showing it to me I thought it
was interesting for many reasons, and worthy of introduction to the
public. I hope the reader will share my opinion, which is also that of
several English scholars and men of letters, to whom I communicated extracts from the manuscript.
The reminiscences are in the form of letters addressed to a correspondent who, however, is never named and of whose health, family and private circumstances not the slightest mention is to be
found. So I am inclined to believe that he never existed, and that
Major Frye chose to imitate President de Brosses and others who
thus recorded their travelling experiences in epistolary form.
The manuscript—which will eventually be deposited in a public
library—is entirely in Major Frye's large and legible hand; at some
later time it was evidently revised by himself, but many names
which I have endeavoured to complete were left in blank or only
indicated by initials. There are three folio volumes, bound in paper
boards. In this edition it has been thought advisable to leave out a
certain number of pages devoted to theatricals, of which Major Frye
was a great votary, and also some lengthy descriptions of landscapes, museums and churches, the interest of which to modern
readers does not correspond to the space occupied by them. For the
information contained in the footnotes I am indebted to many corre7

spondents, English, French, Swiss, Belgian and Italian, to whom I
here express my hearty thanks. I am under special obligation to Sir
Charles Dilke, Mr Oscar Browning, Professor Novati, Professor
Corrado Ricci, Commandant Espérandieu, Professor Cumont, Professor Stilling and Mr Höchberg.
Major Frye's tombstone is in the cemetery of Saint Germain, and
reads thus: "To the memory of Major William Edward Frye, who
departed this life the 9th day of October, 1858." On the same stone
has been added in French: "Perceval Edmond Litchfield, décédé le
15 Avril, 1888." About P.E. Litchfield I know nothing; he must have
been the Major's intimate friend during the last period of his life.
*****
W.E. Frye was born Oct. 29, 1784, and received his education at
Eton (1797-9) in the time of the French Revolution. "The system
was," he says, "to drill into the heads of the boys strong aristocratic
principles and hatred of democracy and of the French in particular."
The effect produced on the youth was the reverse of that intended.
From 1799 to 1822 he belonged to the British army: here is an abstract of his services:
Ensign, 2nd Foot, 5th August, 1799.
Lieutenant, 2nd Foot, 7th March, 1800.
Half-pay, 4th Foot, 14th April, 1808.
Lieutenant, 24th Foot, 8th December, 1804.
Captain, 56th Foot, 18th April, 1805.
3rd Ceylon Regt., 15th Feb., 1810.
Half-pay, 3rd Foot, 7th March, 1816.
4th Foot, 24th Feb., 1820.
Brevet-Major, 12th August, 1819.
Sold out, 15th August, 1822.
In 1799, Frye took a part in the British Expedition to Holland. In
1801 he was in Egypt with Lord Abercrombie's army and received
the medal for war service. His career in India lasted six years and
gave him occasion to visit the three presidencies and Ceylon. In
1814 he returned on furlough to Europe and was in Brussels during
the Waterloo campaign. The subsequent years—1815 to 1819—he
employed visiting Western Europe, as appears from his reminis8

cences. I have read letters of his which prove that he lived in Paris
from 1830 to 1832. Later, about 1848, he took an apartment in Saint
Germain, and died there in 1858.
Major Frye was a very distinguished linguist; besides knowing
Greek and Latin, he understood almost all European languages, and
was capable of writing correctly in French, Italian and German. The
Misses G—— have shown me a rare book published by him at Paris
in 1844 under the following title:
"Trois chants de l'Edda. Vaftrudnismal, Thrymsquidal, Skirnisfor,
traduits en vers français, accompagnés de notes explicatives des
mythes et allégories, et suivis d'autres poèmes par W.E. Frye, ancien
major d'infanterie au service d'Angleterre, membre de l'Académie
des Arcadiens de Rome. Se vend à Paris, pour l'auteur, chez
Heideloff & Cie, Libraires, 18 Rue des Filles St. Thomas. 1844" (In
8vo, xii, 115 pp.)
At the end of that volume are translations by Major Frye of several Northern poems—in German, Italian and English verse—from
the Danish and the Swedish; then come two sonnets in French
verse, the one in honour of Lafayette, the other about the Duke of
Orléans, whose premature death he compares with that of the
Northern hero of the Edda, Balder. A part of Frye's translation of
the Edda, before appearing in book form, had been published in
l'Echo de la Littérature et des Beaux Arts, a periodical edited by the
Major's friend, M. de Belenet.
Frye loved poetry, though his ideas on the subject were rather
those of the eighteenth century than our own. It is interesting to find
an English officer reading Voltaire, Gessner, Ariosto, and quoting
them from memory (which explains that some of his quotations had
to be corrected). The sentimental vein of Rousseau's generation still
flows and vibrates in him, as when he says that he has never been
able to read the letters of Wolmar to St Preux in Rousseau's Nouvelle
Héloïse without shedding tears. German minor poetry, now quite
forgotten, attracted him almost as much as the great pages of Schiller, Bürger, and Goethe. The Misses G. possess a manuscript translation in three volumes, in the Major's own hand, of Wieland's
Agathodemon done into English. This he evidently intended to publish, as he had written the title-page which is worded as follows:
9

"Agathodemon, a philosophical romance translated from the German of Wieland
by W.E. Frye, member of the Academy degli Arcadi in Rome, and of
the Royal
Society of Northern Antiquarians of Copenhagen, ex-major of infantry in His
British Majesty's service."
Frye describes with accuracy, and shows much appreciation of fine scenery and architecture. His judgements in painting and sculpture are sincere, though often betraying the autodidact and amateur. He loved music, especially Rossini's operas which were then
beginning their long career of triumph. Theatricals of all sorts, especially ballets, had a great attraction for him and elicited his enthusiastic comments. In comparing tragedies and comedies which he had
seen performed in different countries, he gave repeated proofs of
his knowledge and critical insight. We can take him as a good example of that intelligent class of English travellers whose intercourse with the Continental litterati has so well contributed to establish the good reputation of British culture and refined appreciation
of the arts.
The chief interest of Frye's reminiscences lies, however, in quite
another direction. He was a friend of liberty, a friend of France, an
admirer of Napoleon, and a hater of the Tory régime which brought
about Napoleon's downfall. "France's attempts at European domination, in the Napoleonic era, are graciously described as but so many
efforts towards spreading the light of civilization over Europe."
These words, written about a quite recent work and à propos of the
"Entente cordiale," apply perfectly to Frye's reminiscences. Travelling immediately before and after the Emperor's collapse, he found
that everywhere, excepting in Tuscany, the French domination was
regretted, because the ideals of liberty and equality had shone and
vanished with the tricolour flag. He admires the French people,
though not the Ultras and bigots, and has fine words of praise for
the French army: "Yes, the French soldier is a fine fellow. I have
served against them in Holland and in Egypt, and I will never flinch
from rendering justice to their exemplary conduct and lofty valour."
He takes trouble to refute the exaggerated reports which were then
10

circulated all over Europe about the cruelties and vandalism practised by the French: "If the French since the Revolution have not
always fought for liberty, they have done so invariably for science;
and wherever they carried their victorious arms abuses were abolished, ameliorations of all kinds followed and the arts of life were
improved. Our government, since the accession of George III, has
never raised its arm except in favour of old abuses, to uphold despotism and unfair privileges or to establish commercial monopoly."
Sometimes, indeed, speaking of his own country and its government, Major Frye uses very hard words, which might seem unpatriotic if we did not know, from many other memoirs and letters, to
what a terrible strain orthodox Toryism, coupled with bigotry and
hypocrisy, had put the patience of liberal Englishmen at that period.
He called the British government "the most dangerous, artful, and
determined enemy of all liberty,"—"England," he says, "has been
always ready to lend a hand to crush liberty, to perpetuate abuses
and to rivet the fetters of monarchical, feudal and ecclesiastical tyranny." And later on he inveighs against the English merchants, who
"contributed with their gold to uphold the corrupt system of Pitt
and to carry on unjust, unreasonable and liberticide wars."
Whatever may be the final judgement of history on the Tory principles in politics in the days of the Congress of Vienna, Major Frye's
love of liberty and intellectual progress entitle him to the sympathy
of those who share his generous feelings and do not consider that
personal freedom and individual rights are articles for home use
only. Since Frye wrote, the whole of Europe, excepting perhaps
Russia, has reaped the benefits of the French Revolution, and reduced, if not suppressed, what the Major called "kingcraft and
priestcraft." He did not attempt to divine the future, but the history
of Europe in the nineteenth century has been largely in accordance
with his desires and hopes. It is not a small merit for a writer, in the
midst of one of the most rabid reactions that the world has known,
to have clung with such tenacity to ideals, the complete victory of
which may now be contemplated in the near future.
S.R.

11

CONTENTS

PART I.

CHAPTER I
MAY-JUNE, 1815
Passage from Ceylon to England—Napoleon's return—Ostend—
Bruges—Ghent—The King of France at Mass—Alost—Bruxelles—
The Duke of Wellington very confident—Feelings of the Belgians—
Good conduct of British troops—Monuments in Bruxelles—
Theatricals—Genappe and Namur—Complaints against the Prussian troops—Mons—Major-General Adam—Tournay—A French
deserter—General Clinton's division—Cavalry review—The Duke
de Berri—Back to Bruxelles—Unjust opinions about Napoleon and
the French—Battle at Ligny—The day of Waterloo in Bruxelles—
Visit to the battlefield—Terrible condition of the wounded—
Kindness of the Bruxellois.

CHAPTER II
From Bruxelles to Liége—A priest's declamation against the
French Revolution—Maastricht—Aix-la-Chapelle—Imperial relics—Napoleon regretted—Klingmann's "Faust"—A Tyrolese beauty—Cologne—Difficulties about a passport—The Cathedral—Kingcraft and priest-craft—The Rhine—Bonn and Godesberg—Goethe's
"Götz von Berlichingen"—The Seven Mountains—German women—Andernach—Ehrenbreitstein—German hatred against France—
Coblentz—Intrigues of the Bourbon princes in Coblentz—
Mayence— Bieberich—Conduct of the Allies towards Napoleon—
13

Frankfort on the Mayn—An anecdote about Lord Stewart and Lafayette—German poetry—The question of Alsace and Lorraine—
Return to Bruxelles—Napoleon's surrender.

CHAPTER III
From Bruxelles to Paris—Restoration of Louis XVIII—The officers
of the allied armies—The Palais Royal—The Louvre—Protest of the
author against the proposed despoiling of the French Museums—
Unjust strictures against Napoleon's military policy—The cant about
revolutionary robberies—The Grand Opera—Monuments in Paris—
The Champs Elysées—Saint-Cloud—The Hôtel des Invalides—The
Luxembourg—General Labédoyère—Priests and emigrants—
Prussian Plunder—Handsome behaviour of the English officers—
Reminiscences of Eton—Versailles.

CHAPTER IV
From Paris to Bruxelles—Visiting the plains of Waterloo—The Duke
de Berri at Lille—Beauvais—Return to Paris—Remarks on the
French theatre —Talma—Mlle Duchesnois—Mlle Georges—French
alexandrine verse—The Abbé Delille—The Opéra Comique.

CHAPTER V
From Paris to Milan through Dijon, Chalon-sur-Saone, Lyons, Geneva and the Simplon—Auxerre—Dijon—Napoleon at Chalon-surSaone—The army of the Loire—Mâcon—French grisettes—Lyons—
Monuments and theatricals—Geneva—Character and opinions of
the Genevois—Voltaire's chateau at Ferney—The chevalier Zadera—From Geneva to Milan—Crossing the Simplon—Arona—The
theatres in Milan—Rossini—Monuments in Milan—Art encouraged
by the French—Mr Eustace's bigotry—Return to Switzerland—
Clarens and Vevey—Lausanne—Society in Lausanne—Return to
Paris—The Louvre stripped—Death of Marshal Ney.

14

PART II

CHAPTER VI
MARCH-JUNE, 1816
Ball at Cambray, attended by the Duke of Wellington—An Adventure between Saint Quentin and Compiègne—Paris revisited—
Colonel Wardle and Mrs Wallis—Society in Paris—The SourdsMuets—The Cemetery of Père La Chaise—Apathy of the French
people—The priests—Marriage of the Duke de Berri.

CHAPTER VII
Journey from Paris to Lausanne—Besançon—French refugees in
Lausanne—Francois Lamarque—General Espinassy—Bordas—
Gautier—Michau—M. de Laharpe—Mlle Michaud—Levade, a
Protestant minister—Chambéry—Aix—Details about M. de Boigne's career in India—English Toryism and intolerance—Valley of
Maurienne—Passage across Mont Cenis and arrival at Suza—Turin.

CHAPTER VIII
Journey from Turin to Bologna—Asti—Schiller and Alfieri—Italian
cuisine—The
vetturini—Marengo—Piacenza—The
Trebbia—
Parma—The Empress Maria Louisa—Modena—Bologna—The University—The Marescalchi Gallery—Character of the Bolognese.

CHAPTER IX
Journey across the Appennines to Florence—Tuscan idioms and
customs—Monuments and galleries at Florence—The Cascino—
Churches— Theatres—Popularity of the Grand Duke—Napoleon's
downfall not regretted—Academies in Florence.

15

CHAPTER X
Journey from Florence to Rome—Sienna—Radicofani—Bolsena—
Montefiascone wine—Viterbo—Baccano—The Roman Campagna—
The papal douans—Monuments and Museums in Rome—
Intolerance of the Catholic Christians—The Tiber and the bridges—
Character of the Romans—The Palazzi and Ville—Canova's atelier—
Theatricals—An execution in Rome.

CHAPTER XI
From Rome to Naples—Albano—Velletri—The Marshes—
Terracina—Mola di Gaeta—Capua—The streets of Naples—
Monuments and Museums—Visit to Pompeii and ascent to Vesuvius—Dangerous ventures—Puzzuoli and Baiae—Theatres at Naples—Pulcinello—Return to Rome—Tivoli.

CHAPTER XII
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1816
From Rome to Florence—Sismondi the historian—Reminiscences of
India—Lucca—Princess Elisa Baciqochi—Pisa—The Campo Santo—
Leghorn—Hebrews in Leghorn—Lord Dillon—The story of a lost
glove—From Florence to Lausanne by Milan, Turin and across
Mont Cenis—Lombardy in winter—The Hospice of Mont Cenis.

16

PART III

CHAPTER XIII
MARCH-SEPTEMBER, 1817
Journey from Lausanne to Clermont-Ferrand—A wretched conveyance—The first dish of frogs—Society in Clermont-Ferrand—
General de Vergennes— Cleansing the town—Return to Lausanne—A zealous priest—Journey to Bern and back to Lausanne—
Avenches—Lake Morat—Lake Neufchatel—The Diet in Bern—
Character of the Bernois—A beautiful Milanese lady.

CHAPTER XIV
SEPTEMBER, 1817-APRIL, 1818
Journey from Lausanne to Milan, Florence, Rome and Naples—
Residence at Naples—The theatre of San Carlo—Rossini's operas—
Gaming in Naples—The Lazzaroni—Public writers—Carbonarism—
Return to Rome—Christmas eve at Santa Maria Maggiore—Mme
Dionigi—Theatricals—Society in Rome—The papal government—
Lucien Bonaparte, prince of Canino—Louis Napoleon, ex-King of
Holland—Pope Pius VII—Thorwaldsen—Granet—The Holy Week
in Rome—The Duchess of Devonshire—From Rome to Florence by
the Perugia road.

CHAPTER XV
APRIL-JULY, 1818
Journey from Florence to Pisa and from thence by the Appennines
to Genoa—Massa—Carrara—Genoa—Monuments and works of
art—The Genoese—Return to Florence—Journey from Florence
through Bologna andFerrara to Venice—Monument to Ariosto in
17

Ferrara—A description of Venice—Padua—Vicenza—Verona—
Cremona—Return to Milan—The Scala theatre—Verona again—
From Verona to Innspruck.

CHAPTER XVI
JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1818
Innspruck—Tyrol and the Tyrolese—From Innspruck to Munich—Monuments and churches—Theatricals—Journey from Munich to Vienna on a floss—Trouble with a passport—Complicated
system of Austrian money—Description of Vienna—The Prater—
The theatres—Schiller's Joan of Arc—A Kinderballet—The young
Napoleon at Schoenbrunn—Journey from Vienna to Prague.

CHAPTER XVII
SEPTEMBER, 1818-MARCH, 1819
The splendid city of Prague—The German expression, "To give the
basket"—Journey from Prague to Dresden—Journey from Dresden
to Berlin—A description of Berlin—The Prussian Army—
Theatricals—Peasants talk about Napoleon—Prussians and French
should be allies—Absurd policy of the English Tories—Journey
from Berlin to Dresden—A description of Dresden—The battle of
Dresden in 1813—Clubs at Dresden—Theatricals—German beds—
Saxon scholars—The picture gallery—Tobacco an ally of Legitimacy—Saxon women—Meissen—Unjust policy of Europe towards the
King of Saxony.

CHAPTER XVIII
MARCH-APRIL, 1819
Journey from Dresden to Leipzig—The University of Leipzig—
Liberal spirit—The English disliked in Saxony—The English Government hostile to liberty—Journey to Frankfort—From Frankfort to

18

Metz and Paris—A.F. Lemaître—Bon voyage to the Allies—Return to
England.
*****

19

