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TO
MY DEAR WIFE

THIS VOLUME IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED,
IN REMEMBRANCE OF OUR HAPPY TOUR
IN
FAIR ITALY.
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PREFACE.

Fair Italy, the land of song and cradle of the Arts, has been so often written about, and so well described both in prose and in verse,
that I feel there is a presumption in my attempting to say anything
fresh of that classic land, its art treasures, and its glorious past. But
within the last few years a new Italy has sprung into existence—the
dream of Cavour has been realized; and, contrary to all predictions,
she has evinced a union and cohesiveness so complete as to surprise
all, and possibly disappoint some who were jealous of her.
What was once a conglomeration of petty rival states is now one
constitutionally governed kingdom. Italy has ceased to be only a
geographical name; she is now a nation whose voice is listened to at
the council tables of the Great Powers.
The old terms of Piedmontese, Tuscan, Lombard, and Neapolitan,
have no longer aught but a local significance; from the Alps to Tarentum every one glories in the name of free united Italy, and feels
proud of being an Italian.
Young Italy is so rapidly developing the resources of her gifted
people [viii] and of her fruitful lands, that she daily becomes more
interesting to all who sympathize with a free and vigorous country;
more especially to the English, who have many interests in common
with her, and few, if any, reasons to fear either antagonism or competition.
And the beautiful Riviera—
Where God's pure air, sweet flowers, blue sea and skies,
Combine to make an earthly Paradise.

Yes! the Riviera is certainly one of the loveliest spots on this fair
earth, and is visited by streams of human beings, lovers of nature
and students of art; but is more especially dear to the thousands of
sickly invalids, who—
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Journeying there from lands of wintry clime,
Find life and health 'midst scenery sublime.

But, to be truly candid, I must confess that, while humbly trusting
I have succeeded in making this little book both interesting and
instructive, one of the chief reasons for my putting pen to paper has
been to make an effort, however feeble, to expose the deadly evils of
the plague-spot of this paradise, Monte Carlo.
From this centre there circulates a gambling fever not only
throughout the Riviera—from Cannes to Genoa—but everywhere
its victims may carry it. After being stamped out from all the German watering-places, the demon "Play" has fixed his abode in [ix]
this fair spot, in the very pathway of invalids and others, and, under
the ægis of a corrupt prince and his subjects who share the proceeds
of the gaming-tables, this valued health resort, which was surely
designed by a beneficent Creator for the happiness of His creatures,
is turned into a pandemonium.
"Base men to use it to so base effect."

Few can be wholly unaware of the sad effects resulting from this
gambling mania, whereby the happiness of many homes is
wrecked, and thousands of our fellow-creatures are brought to ruin
and a shameful end.
During the past season the public papers have teemed with instances of Monte Carlo suicides, [A] the lifeless bodies of its victims
frequently being found at early dawn in the charming gardens surrounding the Casino. The gen d'arme patrol is so accustomed to the
occurrence, it is said, as to view the object with perfect sang froid,
but, let us rather hope, with pitying eye.
It may possibly be said, Why all this virtuous indignation about
Monte Carlo, when gambling, to a frightful extent, is carried on at
our clubs and stock exchanges in England? I can only answer, two
wrongs can never make one right; besides, Monte Carlo cannot be
8

allowed to exist as an independent principality when conducted so
dishonestly and detrimentally to the highest interests of humanity.
[x] I am thankful to feel that the matter has now been brought before the Parliaments of England and Italy, and even France, and has
been the subject of diplomatic remonstrance. This is hopeful, but I
have the greater hope in the power of public opinion and sympathy
against this monstrous evil; and also in the belief that one of the
highest developments of this nineteenth century is the recognition
of the truth that "I am my brother's keeper."
London,
March, 1884.
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FOOTNOTES
[A] See Appendix.
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FAIR ITALY. THE RIVIERA
AND MONTE CARLO.

CHAPTER I. ToC
Introduction—Charing Cross—Dover—Submarine Channel Tunnel—Calais—Advantages of travelling second class—Superfluous
examination of luggage—Paris—Dining à la carte versus table
d'hôte—Noël—An Officer's Funeral—Lyons—Scenery of the
Rhone—Constant change in the landscape—Want of proper accommodation at the railway stations—Defective lighting of railway
carriages.

If any person is desirous of putting forward a good excuse for
spending a few weeks on the continent, the climate of the British
Isles at any time of the year, but more particularly between November and May, will always justify his so doing. To exchange the
damp and fog that too frequently form the staple of the weather
about the festive time of Christmas and the opening of the new
year, for the bright clear skies and sunny days of the south of France
and Italy, is so pleasant, and travelling is now so easy and so cheap,
the only wonder is that more people do not take advantage of it to
leave "the winter of their discontent" for a short time at this season.
[2] In our case—that is, of myself and my wife—having not only
this disposition for a trip of a month or so, but also the leisure time
at our disposal, the only question was, in what particular direction
was our Hegira to be?
Our object being purely that of pleasantly spending our time and
seeing as many interesting places and objects as we possibly could,
it really mattered little whither we steered our course, provided it
was to climes where fogs are known to the natives only by hearsay,
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where Nature assumes a brighter aspect, and Art collects her treasures to reward the traveller for his pains.
We took down that most instructive though mysterious of all
books, "Bradshaw," and spreading out the map showing various
continental lines of railway, proceeded to study the network puzzle
with a view of determining which should be the land of our pilgrimage.
Should we cross the Pyrenees and traverse Spain, visiting Madrid
and the Escurial en route to Seville, and thence through Andalusia
and Granada, and home by Valencia, Malaga, and Barcelona? Visions of Don Quixote, Gil Blas, the Great Cid, and the Holy (?) Inquisition passed before our mental eye in wondrous confusion.
"No, I don't think Spain will do," remarked my wife, slowly. "I
fear Spanish hotels—posadas, don't they call them?—are not very
comfortable."
"You are right," was my reply. "I have never [3] heard Spain
praised for her hotel accommodation; and as we are going for
pleasure, and wish to be as comfortable as possible, we will leave
Spain till posadas are things of the past. But what do you say to Italy? Beautiful climate, charming scenery, the choicest Art treasures in
the world, every mile teeming with historic and poetic interest,
good hotels, and generally comfortable travelling!"
"Yes, Italy will do," decided my wife; and we folded up the map
and proceeded at once to examine the time-tables, lists of fares,
calculate the costs of first and second class, and plan our route. The
book of mystification was then almost ungratefully closed, and the
serious business of packing commenced.
On the 20th of December, 1882, my wife and I,
"Fired with ideas of fair Italy,"

started on our travels in good spirits. Having secured our tickets,
we put up at the Charing Cross Hotel for the night, so as to be ready
to start the first thing in the morning.
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