tredition was established in 2006 by Sandra Latusseck and Soenke
Schulz. Based in Hamburg, Germany, tredition offers publishing
solutions to authors and publishing houses, combined with worldwide distribution of printed and digital book content. tredition is
uniquely positioned to enable authors and publishing houses to
create books on their own terms and without conventional manufacturing risks.
For more information please visit: www.tredition.com

TREDITION CLASSICS
This book is part of the TREDITION CLASSICS series. The creators
of this series are united by passion for literature and driven by the
intention of making all public domain books available in printed
format again - worldwide. Most TREDITION CLASSICS titles have
been out of print and off the bookstore shelves for decades. At tredition we believe that a great book never goes out of style and that its
value is eternal. Several mostly non-profit literature projects provide content to tredition. To support their good work, tredition
donates a portion of the proceeds from each sold copy. As a reader
of a TREDITION CLASSICS book, you support our mission to save
many of the amazing works of world literature from oblivion. See
all available books at www.tredition.com.

Project Gutenberg
The content for this book has been graciously provided by Project
Gutenberg. Project Gutenberg is a non-profit organization founded
by Michael Hart in 1971 at the University of Illinois. The mission of
Project Gutenberg is simple: To encourage the creation and distribution of eBooks. Project Gutenberg is the first and largest collection of
public domain eBooks.

Account of a Voyage of Discovery
to the West Coast of Corea, and the
Great Loo-Choo Island

Basil Hall

Imprint

This book is part of TREDITION CLASSICS

Author: Basil Hall
Cover design: Buchgut, Berlin – Germany
Publisher: tredition GmbH, Hamburg - Germany
ISBN: 978-3-8472-2416-7
www.tredition.com
www.tredition.de

Copyright:
The content of this book is sourced from the public domain.
The intention of the TREDITION CLASSICS series is to make world
literature in the public domain available in printed format. Literary
enthusiasts and organizations, such as Project Gutenberg, worldwide have scanned and digitally edited the original texts. tredition
has subsequently formatted and redesigned the content into a modern reading layout. Therefore, we cannot guarantee the exact reproduction of the original format of a particular historic edition. Please
also note that no modifications have been made to the spelling,
therefore it may differ from the orthography used today.

ACCOUNT
OF
A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
TO THE
WEST COAST OF COREA,
AND
THE GREAT LOO-CHOO ISLAND;
WITH
AN APPENDIX,
CONTAINING
CHARTS, AND VARIOUS HYDROGRAPHICAL AND SCIENTIFIC NOTICES.

5

BY CAPTAIN BASIL HALL,
ROYAL NAVY, F.R.S. LOND. & EDIN.
MEMBER OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY OF CALCUTTA, OF THE
LITERARY SOCIETY OF
BOMBAY, AND OF THE SOCIETY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AT
BATAVIA.

AND
A VOCABULARY OF THE LOO-CHOO LANGUAGE,
BY H.J. CLIFFORD, ESQ.
LIEUTENANT ROYAL NAVY.

LONDON JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE-STREET. 1818.

TO
CAPTAIN MURRAY MAXWELL,
Knight Companion to the Bath,
TO WHOSE
ABILITY IN CONDUCTING THIS VOYAGE,
ZEAL IN GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT TO EVERY INQUIRY,
SAGACITY IN DISCOVERING THE DISPOSITION OF THE NATIVES,
AND ADDRESS IN GAINING THEIR CONFIDENCE AND GOOD
WILL,
IS TO BE ATTRIBUTED
WHATEVER MAY BE FOUND INTERESTING OR USEFUL
IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES,

6

THIS WORK
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED,
BY
THE AUTHORS.

7

PREFACE.
The following work contains a Narrative of the Voyage to the
West Coast of Corea, and the Great Loo-choo Island; an Appendix,
containing Nautical details; and a Vocabulary of the Language spoken at Loo-choo.
In drawing up the Narrative from journals written at the time, I
have derived great assistance from notes made by Lieutenant H.J.
Clifford, of the Navy. This officer obtained permission from the
Admiralty to accompany me, though on half pay, and having no
specific duty to perform, he was enabled to devote himself entirely
to the acquisition of knowledge; and had it in his power to record
many interesting occurrences of the voyage, which the numerous
duties of my station left me but little leisure to observe or describe.
All the Charts, Tables, and Nautical Notices have been placed in
an Appendix, in order to avoid the interruption which such details
are apt to occasion when inserted in a journal; and the Nautical
reader will perhaps consider it advantageous, to have this part of
the subject set apart, and condensed, instead of being scattered over
the pages of the narrative.
I am indebted to Mr. Clifford for very important assistance in collecting and arranging the materials which form this Appendix.
The northern part of the Chart of the Yellow Sea, given in the
Appendix, was taken from a Chart by Captain Daniel Ross, of the
Bombay marine, the scientific and able surveyor commanding the
squadron which the Honourable East India Company, in the spirit
of a liberal and enlarged policy, have employed for upwards of nine
years, in surveying the China Seas.
The Vocabulary is exclusively compiled by Mr. Clifford, who took
the greatest pains to collect words and sentences in common use;
and though, from the shortness of our stay, this part of the work is
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necessarily incomplete, it is hoped that a future voyager will derive
considerable assistance from it, in his intercourse with the natives.
The drawings of scenery and costume were made by Mr. William
Havell, the eminent artist who accompanied the Embassy, from
sketches taken on the spot, by Mr. C.W. Browne, midshipman of the
Alceste, and myself.
Nothing respecting the west side of Corea has hitherto been accurately known to Europeans. The coast laid down in most Charts has
been taken from the celebrated map of the Jesuits, which is very
correct in what relates to China, but erroneous with respect to
Corea. The Jesuits, indeed, did not survey this country, but have
inserted it in their map, I believe, from Japanese authorities.
Captain Broughton in his voyage to the North Pacific Ocean visited the South Coast of Corea, and his account of the inhabitants
agrees with ours in most particulars.
The same distinguished voyager visited the Great Loo-choo Island in 1797, after having been shipwrecked near Typinsan, one of
its dependant islands. He was at Napakiang for a few days, and his
account of the natives is highly interesting.
There is an article by Pere Gaubil, a missionary, on the subject of
the Loo-choo Islands, in the 23d vol. of the "Lettres Edifiantes et
Curieuses." It is a translation from the official report of a Chinese
embassador sent to Loo-choo by the Emperor Kang Hi; our opportunities, however, were not sufficient to enable us to judge of the
accuracy of this curious memoir.
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[Transcriber's note: The following errors have been corrected in
the text.]
ERRATA.
Page 1, line 2 from bottom, for 11th August, read 9th August.
Page 60, top line, for was, read saw.

APPENDIX.
Meteorological Journal.—Longitude on the 1st Sept. for 124.20,
read 124.48.
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The longitudes in the Met. Journ. from the 3d to the 7th of Sept.
inclusive are too small by 15'.

VOCABULARY.
For Tatesee, read Tatsee.
For Teetesee, read Teetsee.
For Meetesee, read Meetsee.
For Eeotesee, read Eeotsee.
For Eeyatesee, read Eeyatsee.
For opposite, read under, in the note on the word Hour.

[Transcriber's Note: a letter with a macron above it is denoted by
[=x].]

VOYAGE TO THE WEST COAST OF COREA AND THE LOOCHOO ISLANDS.
*****
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CHAPTER I.
H.M.S. Alceste and Lyra leave the Yellow Sea on a Voyage of
Discovery—Sir James Hall's Group on the Coast of Corea—
Unsociable
Character of the Natives—Hutton's Island—Interesting geological
Structure—Anchor near the Main Land—Corean Chiefs
Visit—Objections made to Strangers landing—Distress of the
Chief—His Character—Departure from Basil's Bay—Clusters of
Islands—Murray's Sound—Deserted Corean Village—View from
the
Summit of a high Peak—Interview with the Coreans—
Peculiarities of
their Character—Language—Erroneous geographical Position of
this
Coast—Leave Corea.

The embassy to China, under the Right Honourable Lord Amherst, left England in his Majesty's frigate Alceste, Captain Murray
Maxwell, C.B., on the 9th of February, 1816, and landed near the
mouth of the Pei-ho river, in the Yellow Sea, on the 9th of August.
Shortly afterwards the Alceste and Lyra sloop of war, which had
accompanied the embassy, proceeded to the coast of Corea, the
eastern boundary of the Yellow Sea; for as these ships were not
required in China before the return of the Embassador by land to
Canton, it was determined to devote the interval to an examination
of some places in those seas, of which little or no precise information then existed. The following pages give the details of this
voyage.
1st of September.—This morning at daylight the land of Corea
was seen in the eastern quarter. Having stood towards it, we were
at nine o'clock near three high islands, differing in appearance from
the country we had left, being wooded to the top, and cultivated in
15

the lower parts, but not in horizontal terraces as at the places we
had last visited in China. We proceeded to the southward of the
group, and anchored in a fine bay at the distance of two or three
miles from the southern island. Shortly after anchoring, a boat came
from the shore with five or six natives, who stopped, when within
fifty yards of the brig, and looking at us with an air of curiosity and
distrust, paid no attention to the signs which were made to induce
them to come alongside. They expressed no alarm when we went to
them in our boat; and on our rowing towards the shore, followed us
till we landed near a village. The inhabitants came in a body to meet
us, forming an odd assemblage, different in many respects from any
thing we had seen; their colour was a deep copper, and their appearance forbidding, and somewhat savage. Some men, who appeared to be superior to the rest, were distinguished by a hat, the
brim of which was nearly three feet in diameter, and the crown,
which was about nine inches high, and scarcely large enough to
admit the top of the head, was shaped like a sugar-loaf with the end
cut off. The texture of this strange hat is of a fine open work like the
dragon-fly's wing; it appears to be made of horse-hair varnished
over, and is fastened under the chin by a band strung with large
beads, mostly black and white, but occasionally red or yellow. Some
of the elderly men wore stiff gauze caps over their hair, which was
formed into a high conical knot on the top of the head. Their dress
consisted of loose wide trowsers, and a sort of frock reaching nearly
to the knee, made of a coarse open grass cloth, and on their feet neat
straw sandals. They were of the middle size, remarkably well made,
and robust looking. At first they expressed some surprise on examining our clothes, but afterwards took very little interest in any
thing belonging to us. Their chief anxiety was to get rid of us as
soon as possible. This they expressed in a manner too obvious to be
mistaken; for, on our wishing to enter the village, they first made
motions for us to go the other way; and when we persevered, they
took us rudely by the arms and pushed us off. Being very desirous
to conciliate them, we shewed no impatience at this treatment; but
our forbearance had no effect; and after a number of vain attempts
to make ourselves understood, we went away not much pleased at
their behaviour. A Chinese[1], who accompanied us, was of no use,
for he could not read what the Coreans wrote for him, though in the
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Chinese character; and of their spoken language he did not understand a word.
On leaving these unsociable villagers, we went to the top of the
highest peak on the island, the ascent being easy by a winding footpath. From this elevation we saw a number of islands to the eastward, and the main land at a great distance beyond them. The top
of the hill being covered with soft grass and sweet-smelling shrubs,
and the air, which had been of a suffocating heat below, being here
cool and refreshing, we were tempted to sit down to our pic-nic
dinner. We returned by the other side of the hill; but there being no
path, and the surface rocky and steep, and covered with a thick
brushwood, we were not a little scratched and bruised before we
reached a road which runs along the north face of the hill about
midway. By following this, we came to a spot from whence we were
enabled to look down upon the village, without being ourselves
perceived by the natives. The women, who had deserted the village
on our landing, had now returned; most of them were beating rice
in wooden mortars, and they had all children tied on their backs.
On a sudden they quitted their work and ran off to their huts, like
rabbits in a warren; and in a few minutes we saw one of the ship's
boats row round the point of land adjacent to the village, which
explained the cause of their alarm. After remaining for some time in
expectation of seeing the women again, we came down to the village, which the natives now permitted us to pass through. On this
occasion one of the gentlemen of our party saw, for an instant, a
woman at no great distance, whose feet he declared were of the
natural size, and not cramped as in China. The village consists of
forty houses rudely constructed of reeds plaistered with mud, the
roofs are of all shapes, and badly thatched with reeds and straw,
tied down by straw ropes. These huts are not disposed in streets,
but are scattered about without order, and without any neatness, or
cleanliness, and the spaces between them are occupied by piles of
dirt and pools of muddy water. The valley in which this comfortless
village is situated is, however, pretty enough, though not wooded;
the hills forming it are of an irregular shape, and covered at top
with grass and sweet-scented flowers; the lower parts are cultivated
with millet, buckwheat, a kind of French bean, and tobacco, which
last grows in great quantity; and here and there is a young oak-tree.
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We saw bullocks and poultry, but the natives would not exchange
them for our money, or for any thing we had to offer. They refused
dollars when offered as a present, and, indeed, appeared to set no
value upon any thing we shewed them, except wine glasses; but
even these they were unwilling to receive. One of the head men
appeared particularly pleased with a glass, which, after a good deal
of persuasion, he accepted, but, in about five minutes after, he, and
another man to whom a tumbler had been given, came back and
insisted upon returning the presents; and then, without waiting for
further persuasion, returned to the village, leaving with us only one
man, who, as soon as all the rest were out of sight, accepted one of
the glasses with much eagerness.
These people have a proud sort of carriage, with an air of composure and indifference about them, and an absence of curiosity which
struck us as being very remarkable. Sometimes when we succeeded,
by dint of signs and drawings, in expressing the nature of a question, they treated it with derision and insolence. On one occasion,
being anxious to buy a clumsy sort of rake made of reeds, which
appeared to me curious, I succeeded in explaining my wish to the
owner, one of the lowest class of villagers; he laughed at first good
humouredly, but immediately afterwards seized the rake which
was in my hand, and gave it a rude push towards me with a disdainful fling of the arm, accompanying this gesticulation by words,
which seemed to imply a desire to give any thing upon condition of
our going away. One man expressed the general wish for our departure, by holding up a piece of paper like a sail, and then blowing
upon it in the direction of the wind, at the same time pointing to the
ships, thereby denoting that the wind was fair, and that we had
only to set sail and leave the island. Several of the people were
marked with the small-pox. The children kept out of our reach at
first, but before we went away, their fears had, in some degree,
subsided, for the boys, who, from their feminine appearance, were
mistaken at first for girls, accompanied us to some distance from the
village.
Captain Maxwell named these islands Sir James Hall's group, in
compliment to the President of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
They lie in longitude 124º 46' E. and latitude 37º 50' N.
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At eight o'clock in the evening we weighed and stood to the
southward, but as the coast was quite unknown, we kept rather off
shore during the night, and in the morning no land was in sight. On
the 2d we stood to the eastward, but not having daylight enough to
get in with the coast, it became necessary to anchor for the night,
though in deep water.
3d of September.—Having reached nearly lat. 36-1/3 N. and long.
126 E. we sailed this morning amongst a range of islands extending
as far as the eye could reach, both to the southward and northward,
at the distance of six or seven leagues from the main land. By two
o'clock we were close to the outer cluster of the islands, and the
passages appearing clear between them, we sailed through and
anchored inside. While passing one of these islands in the ships, at
no great distance, it looked so curiously formed, that, on anchoring,
we went in the boats to examine its structure more minutely[2].
While we were thus engaged, the natives had assembled in a crowd
on the edge of the cliff above us; they did not seem pleased with our
occupation of breaking their rocks, for, from the moment we landed, they never ceased to indicate by shouts, screams, and all kinds
of gesticulations, that the sooner we quitted the island the better; the
cliff being 200 feet high, and nearly perpendicular, it was fortunate
for us that they confined themselves to signs and clamour, and did
not think of enforcing their wishes by a shower of stones.
As soon as we had completed our investigation of this spot, we
went round in the boats to a small bay where there was good landing. Here we were met by the natives, who addressed several long
speeches to us in a very loud tone of voice; to which we replied in
English, that our wish was merely to look at the island, without
interfering with any body; at the same time we proceeded up a footpath to the brow of a hill. This the natives did not seem at all to
relish, and they made use of a sign which was sufficiently expressive of their anxiety, though we could not determine exactly to
whom it referred. They drew their fans across their own throats,
and sometimes across ours, as if to signify that our going on would
lead to heads being cut off; but whether they or we were to be the
sufferers was not apparent. It was suggested by one of our party
that they dreaded being called to account by their own chiefs for
permitting us to land. All these signs, however, did not prevent our
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advancing till we had reached the brow of the hill to which the path
led; from this place we had a view of a village at the distance of half
a mile, of a much better appearance than that above described.
Trees were interspersed among the houses, which were pleasantly
situated at the bottom of a little cove, with fishing-boats at anchor
near it. We explained readily enough that our wish was to go to the
village, but it was all in vain, for their anxiety increased every moment, and we desisted from any further attempts to advance.
The dress of these people is a loose white robe, cloth shoes, and a
few wear the broad hats before described; by most the hair is tied in
a high conical knot on the top of the head, but by others it is allowed to fly loose, so as to give them a wild appearance. Some confine the short hair by a small gauze band with a star on one side,
forming, along with the top knot, rather a becoming head-dress.
Their beards and whiskers which, apparently, had never been cut,
and their fans and long tobacco-pipes, and their strange language
and manners, gave a grotesque air to the whole group, which it is
impossible to describe. They crowded about us, and, by repeated
shouts, manifested their surprise at the form and texture of our
clothes; but on a watch being shewn, they disregarded every thing
else, and entreated to be allowed to examine it closely. It was evidently the first they had seen, and some of them while watching the
second-hand, looked as if they thought it alive. From the watch they
proceeded to examine the seals and keys; with the former they
shewed themselves acquainted by pressing them on their hands, so
as to cause an impression. Their attention was drawn away from the
watch by our firing a musket, which made the whole party fall back
several paces.
After amusing ourselves in this manner for some time, we walked
back to the boats, to the great joy of the natives, who encouraged us
by all means to hasten our departure. They took our hands and
helped us over the slippery stones on the beach; and, on perceiving
one of the boats aground, several of them stript and jumped into the
water to push her off. This gave us an opportunity of observing
their remarkable symmetry and firmness of limb; yet, as their long
hair was allowed to flow about their neck and shoulders, their appearance was truly savage. During this visit we saw no women; but
the children came round us without shewing any symptoms of fear.
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